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Expected Learning Outcomes 

 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 
On successful completion of the module, students will be able to plan, carry out and evaluate 
a small-scale piece of educational research in which they: 
 
1. develop a proposal for the MA dissertation; 
2. demonstrate a critical understanding of research methodology in Education; 
3. evaluate critically theoretical perspectives in relation to their chosen topic; 
4. identify and select appropriate source material, including data from primary sources; 
5. evaluate critically the strengths and limitations of research carried out both by themselves 

and   others; 
6. produce an extended piece of writing, with a clear structure, which shows stylistic 

competence and uses a conventional system of full and accurate referencing.  
 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 

 Reflective practice 

 Development of study and research skills 

 Communication 

 Problem solving 

 Manage own learning 
 

 
Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 
A dissertation of between 16000 and 20000 words. 

The Dissertation 

The dissertation is an independent study, involving the collection and analysis of data from 
primary sources, carried out by individual students on a topic of their choice. The dissertation 
should be between 16000 and 20000 words in length.   

Two copies of the dissertation should be submitted. The binding should be of a fixed type so 
that leaves cannot be removed or replaced. The title page must give the following 
information: the full title; the full name of the author; the words ‘submitted in partial fulfilment 
of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in Education’; Glyndŵr University; and 
the month and year of submission. An abstract, which provides a synopsis of the work 
undertaken, must be bound into the dissertation. The abstract is regarded as an integral part 
of the work to be examined and should not exceed 300 words. 
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number  
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Word count 
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1 

 
1-6 

  
Dissertation 

 
100% 

 
N/A 

16000-
20000 
words 



 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
Independent study supported by individual tutorials. Students will have an entitlement to a 
minimum of 30 hours contact with their supervising tutor.  

 
 

 
Syllabus outline: 
 
Students undertaking the dissertation will already have completed the Research Methodology 
and Enquiry in Education module. The Research Methodology and Enquiry in Education 
module provides initial guidance concerning how to undertake a dissertation, including the 
development of a research proposal for it. On the basis of this proposal, students will be 
allocated a supervisor, with appropriate research or subject expertise, who will support them 
throughout the process of carrying out the research and writing the dissertation. Tutorials will 
be held with students individually and supervisors will recommend appropriate reading, as 
well as offer advice and feedback on work in progress.    
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